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Category Does Not 

Meet 

Progressing Meets Exceeds 

Pictures/

Illustrations 

The pictures and 

illustrations are  

incomplete and 

do not indicate 

an understanding 

of the setting. 

The pictures and 

illustrations are 

partial and  

indicate only 

some  

understanding of 

the setting. 

The pictures and 

illustrations are  

accurate and  

indicate a good 

understanding of 

the setting. 

The pictures and 

illustrations are  

accurate, fully  

developed, and 

indicate an  

excellent  

understanding of 

the setting. 

Written  

Explanation 

The written  

explanation is  

incomplete.  There 

are no details to 

support ideas.  

Ideas indicate a 

misunderstanding 

of the setting. 

The written  

explanation  

indicates only 

some  

understanding of 

the setting.  Ideas 

minimally describe 

the setting and 

very few are  

supported with 

details from the 

story. 

The written  

explanation  

indicates a good 

understanding of 

the setting, Ideas 

used to describe 

the setting are  

adequately  

supported with 

accurate,  

relevant details 

from the story. 

The written  

explanation is fully 

developed and 

indicates an  

excellent  

understanding of 

the setting.  Ideas 

used to describe 

the setting are  

fully supported 

with accurate  

relevant details 

from the story. 

Conventions 

(punctuation, 

capitalization, 

grammar, 

spelling) 

Serious amount of 

errors.  Writing is 

not clear due to 

mistakes. 

Many errors. Some 

of the writing is 

clear even with  

mistakes. 

Few errors.  Most 

of the writing is still  

clear and makes 

sense.  

Very little to no  

errors.  Writing is 

clear and makes 

sense.   
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